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to considerable power and are known to history as
the "Reddi Kings". The founder of this family
was Donti Aliya Reddi, a cultivator of Hanamkonda
who amassed enormous wealth, tradition says by
discovering the alchemists' secret of the process of
transmuting metals into gold, and migrated to
Kondavidu. On the downfall of Pratapa Rudra,
the eldest son Pulaya Vema Reddi found himself
independent and established himself in the hill fort
of Kondavidu, which had doubtless been a strong-
hold for same centuries previous to this date. He
also possessed himself of the fortress of Bellam-
konda, Vinukonda and Nagarjunakonda in the
Palnad. His brother, Anuvema Reddi, extended
his dominions to Rajahmundry on the north,
Kanchi on the south and Srisailam on the west.
Kondapalle hill fort is said to have been built in
his reign. The Kondavidu Reddis were great
patrons of Telugu literature. The poet Srinadha
and his brother-in-law Bammera Pothana flourished
at this court. The ruins of their fortresses at
Kondavidu, Bellamkonda and Kondapalli are still
to be seen.

On the extinction of the Reddi dynasty the
Gajapathi Kings of Orissa extended their power
over the district. The name of Kapileswara Gaja-
pathi is preserved by the village Kapileswarapuram
(now in Gannavaram taluk). He was succeeded by
Vidyadhara Gajapathi who built Vidyadharapuram
and constructed a reservoir at Kondapalli. His
wife Bhavanamma and his two daughters Muthya-
lamma and Paidamma gave their names to Bhavani-
puram, Muthyalammapadu and Paidurupadu in
Vijayawada taluk. About 1516, Krishna Deva.
raya the great King of Vijayanagar conqured the
whole of this country and left inscriptions to
announce his victories. The farthest north is the
one at Simhachalam, near Vizagapatnam which is
given in Telugu. He restored Kondapalli to the
Orissa Raja but retained Kondavidu.

About the end of the 15th century the
Bahamani Kingdom split up into several smaller
states such as Bijapur in A. D. 1489, Ahammad-
nagar in 1490 and Bidar in 1498. In 1512 the
Kingdom of Golconda or Hyderabad was
founded by one Sultan Quli Qutub Shah, a
Turk of noble family, who was Governor of the
Golconda province under the Bahamanis. He
took advantage of the distracted state of Kingdom
under Mahmud Shah and declared his independence*
establishing the Qutub Shahi dynasty which reigned
from 1512 to 1687. The Kingdom of Golconda
included this district within its limits.

The life story of this adventurer Sultan Quli is
marvellous. In 1490 he was an officer of the guard
at the palace when an attempt was made on the
King's life by some Abyssinians and Deccanis and
it was his desperate defence that enabled the young
Mohammad Shah to escape with his life. For this
service, he was rewarded with the title of Qutb.
ul-Mulk and in 1495 we find him appointed as
Governor of Telangana with the personal Jagirs of
Warangal and Golconda. To the credit of Sultan
Quli it must be recorded that he steadfastly re-
mained loyal to Mahamud Shah, his early patron.
The province was governed in the king's name and
during his various inter-changing conflicts which
occupied the following twenty years Sultan Quli, as
far as possible gave his support to the King. It was
not until his four rivals had all assumed the regal
style, and homage to Mahamud Shah had become
nothing but a sentimental survival bereft of all
real significance, that Sultan Quli Qutub Shah, in
1512, proclaimed himself king and fixed his capital
at Golconda but even after this he continued to
send presents and money every year to the descen-
dant of the Bahmani Kings. Bellamkonda was, at
this time, held by a Raja named Sitapati who also
held Warangal and Khammamet and who seems to
have been a vassal of Orissa. It was a dispute
with this Raja that first brought Sultan Quli into
the Krishna D'strict.

This Sitapati Raja not only possessed these
three strongholds, but had in his service a trained
body of twelve thousand infantry noted as good
marksmen. Confident in the security thus afforded
him he laid hands on some of the Qutub Shah's
districts which adjoined his territory. This roused
the king who marched from Golconda and. leaving
aside Warangal and Khammamet, crossed the
Krishna river and*laid close siege to Bellamkonda.
The fortress held out much longer than the King
expected, so losing patience, he ordered a general
escalade on all sides simultaneously and thus took
the place but with heavy loss.

Bellamkonda had hitherto been considered
impregnable and Sitapati Raja, who had been well
content to see the king waste his time below its
walls, no sooner heard of its fall than h6 marched
with his army to cut off the king's retreat. A
desperate battle ensued. The Hindu infantry with
a well directed fire inflicted severe loss upon their
enemies and firmly withstood several charges of
the Mahammadan cavalry but at last gave way,
leaving the baggages and treasure to Sultan Quli
who returned with his booty to Golconda,